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Horticulture News

By: Scott Eckert, Harvey County Extension Agent, Horticulture
Current Date: 11/1/21

Release Date: as soon as possible

Boston Fern is considered by many to be the classic house plant. Fronds are a deep green color and can
grow from 2 feet up to 5 feet long.

What are some basic facts about this plant? Boston Fern requires bright light. In a greenhouse it is
grown hanging up near the roof in the brightest light available. In the lower light of most homes the
plant may continuously shed leaves. Boston ferns prefer cool to average home temperatures. Soil
should be kept partially dry; the plant will rot if it is watered too frequently. Place in a location out of
any drafts.

Special Care: Cutting old fronds off at the soil will help encourage growth of new fronds. While Boston
Fern is actively growing, it may be fertilized every 4-6 weeks with % the recommended concentration.
Spray with water to clean dust off its foliage; do not mist too frequently, since the fronds are sensitive to
salt impurities in tap water.

The Boston Fern is not without a few pests. Mealybugs, spider mites, and scale insects can pose
problems. Snails and slugs can be problems on plants placed outdoors.

If you wish to propagate, Boston Fern is best propagated by division.
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